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Annette: Okay, this Annette Chapman, and this is Edna Duckworth.
We're gonna talk about the Barnett school, and the date is September
16th. Okay, could you state your full name for the record?
Edna: Well, I'm Edna Mae Duckworth, born Edna Mae Smith.
Cathy: Okay. Where were you born?
Edna: Right here in this house; Cabell County, Huntington. Right here.
Annette: Okay. What were your parents' names and what did they
do?
Edna: Well, my father's name was Jacob Rush Smith, he didn't like the
Jacob Rush, so he turned it to Rush J. Smith. Uh ... my mother was
Georgia Ann Rogers, prior to her marriage. My mother was a school
teacher, my father uh, his first job that I remember was a restaurateur,
but he ended up working here in the C & 0 shop and that's where,
that's where he was working when he died. But I think he was quite
a buy. I mean, he had many talents.
Annette: Okay, did a variety of things.
Edna: In a sense, yes.
Annette: Okay. What was your occupation? Are you retired now?
Edna: I'm retired, but as most black women in this town, and in my
generation uh, domestic work was the only thing available. And I didn't
really work away from the home. I married young and I didn't work
away from the home until later in my married life, and it was domestic
work. And then from that I went to the uh, communication work here
in Cabell County and I spent quite a bit of time in that employment. I'm
very proud because I feel like I made my nitch in it by working with,
first worked with the seniors, so ....
Annette:

Okay. I don't think you gave your date of birth earlier.

Edna: 10-28-10.
Annette:
Okay.
occupation?

Uh, could you give your spouse's name and

Edna: Well, his name is Rethas, R-e-t-h-a-s (mmm-hmm), not Refus.
And uh, he worked at the C & 0 shop for 4 7 years, and again, I say
about him, whether he had any expertise or not, he was a laborer. But
then when it came, became necessary for classification and so forth,
he became what they called I think, they even added the term janitor
clerk, but he was considered a clerk at C & 0.
Annette: Okay. Do you have children?
Edna: Yes. I'm the mother of four, two deceased, one that died at
birth, and then the other one was killed by a car in Washington, D. C.
in 19 and 63. And one lives here in town and the one lives in uh,
Washington, D.C., and the other is my grandson, by ... he's our son by
adoption and that's John Randolph Scott, Jr.
Annette: Okay. Uh, let's turn to Barnett school now. Did you attend
Barnett?
Edna: I did. It was the only school for blacks in town.
Annette: Okay. Was it called Barnett then, at the time you attended?
Edna: I guess not, because, well, I'm not really clear on that, but I
guess not. No, it couldn't ... ! don't ... ! don't know. It wasn't Barnett at
the time. The name Barnett has evolved from what shall I say? A
series of outgrowth of the black population, is the way I see it.
Annette: What do you mean by that?
Edna: Well, okay, [pause] from either reading, hearing or from my own
observation, as I say, I was born here, so my roots are here, and I also,
I'm right across the street from the Douglass, they put on the register,

which is asinine. Uh ... okay, the first building is a building that was
built in 18 and 92. And it abuts the alleyway between 9th and 8th
Avenue. I think it was about a big, one, two, four room ... (you're
referring to the school that's there now?), uh-huh. (okay) And then in
19 and 13, they added a section that was for high school. Then the
old section then was for the elementary school for the blacks. Now, I
don't think they went into Barnett school as a 2-room school across the
street here from me, right where the Douglass school sits now. And
uh, even as my memory, I'm not sure that I remember it being used as
a school. What I remember is I think it was used as a black YMCA.
(mmmh) And uh, we called her Aunt Ocey, was a janitor there, and uh,
I really kind of remember the ladies and all, they played pool in a room
over there, so you understand where I'm coming from now? (yes, I
understand) Then uh, from that let's see, and in the interim that school
has moved up the street, the whole building was moved up the street
on the other side of Douglas Street. This is Douglas Street. Douglass
School is between Douglas and Bruce, and it was moved to the other
side of ....
Annette: To the small structure that was first called Barnett?
Edna: To my knowledge, I guess it was. Mmm-hmm. And then it was
moved up here, as I say. But on the other side of Douglas Street.
Annette: Once it was moved, was it still used as a Y?
Edna: No, no, no. That's what ... it's I uh, I don't know whether it was
empty in the interim or just what. But it was moved, you know, up
there on that lot. And by the way, if I'm not mistaken, there was some
temporary buildings up there before it was moved. Uh ... it was moved
for preparations for this school building here. But it was quite some
time before the school building was built. And that building was moved
on down on 3rd Avenue west there, somewhere around I don't know,
3rd to 5th Street, somewhere in there, west. I believe.... And it was
called the McKinney School, that particular building. Then I guess that
whole building over there of the old Douglass was then called Barnett.
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Annette: About what year was that?
Edna: I have no idea. But of course, Douglass was built in '25, was
entered in '25, but uh ...
Annette: Okay. What were the years you were at the old Douglass
school or currently the Barnett school?
Edna: Well, being black and uh, we got to face it. Where else did I go
to school?
Annette: But was that in the teens?
Edna: Well, I entered in elementary, of course. (oh, so all six grades ... )
everything, everything. I can't see how you would ask a question like
that because you're talking about the only black school system in town.
Annette: See, I wasn't really clear on that when I was researching.
Edna: What's that?
Annette: Whether this was the only black school in the area.
Edna: It was the only black school. Now, I can tell you of one, but it
was not a public school at all. But uh, it was a school that was
established by a black man, a Mr. Fuller, in the west end of town.
Uh ... he did it so he, because his kids had to come from down on
Monroe Avenue all the way up here to the school, you see, all the black
kids had to come to this one school. And he established a school in his
home. I did have the particulars on it uh, his, when I was collecting
black history, his son wrote this down, but ... they ... a strange thing or
whatever you wanta call it of that, the white children went to Mr.
Fuller's school. A very few people in town knew that.
Annette: He had an integrated school, though?
Edna: He had an integrated school, right down on Monroe Avenue.

Now, his son is in Florida somewhere, he's still living, you ... you
know ... more information on it. But he had a school there so that his
children, so now how and what about Harrison and Laura and his
brother and all, and Hal, and when they became, began to come up
here, you know, I don't know that. But they were all graduates of
Douglass, all his kids.
Annette: So when you were in and it was called Douglass at that time,
about how many students were there?
Edna: I have no idea. (no idea at all?) Naturally being a kid (yeah, it
would be hard), yeah, sure.
Annette: Uh, now, did this school go through 12th grade or 8th grade?
I know ...
Edna: Let's go back again, when you're in one building and you're you
know, the ethnic groups are ethnic, and so forth, it's different now.
And in that area of West Virginia and that time in Huntington, that
school was the only school (okay).
Annette: Okay. What subjects were taught?
Edna: Oh, well, if you're going up to the high school, if you're going
up to the high school, I would say, at the time I went to high school,
it was just a fact that you took a uh, literature, a math, a science, and
a history. That's for the high school. So it was just almost automatic.
I don't believe you chose your classes as you choose them now. (okay)
And the school, of course, had to have what, so many study hour
periods or what have you, so.... But you had four basic courses. They
were not diluted at all.
Annette: Okay, when you were in school, did you ever hear of the
platoon system?
Edna: No, I don't know anything about the platoon system.
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Annette: And it's just something I ran into. I was wondering what it
was, that was put into the system in 19177
Edna: . In to the, in to the whole Cabell County?
Annette: No, it seemed to be a pilot that went into Barnett and a few
other of the schools.
Edna: I don't know, they may have been using it then.
Annette: I don't know what it was. Was there like school activities for
the students, sports or clubs 7
Edna: Yes, there were uh, there was sports and they were all
developed by voluntarily I think, by the school teachers and so forth.
Uh, I can't say that I ... I wasn't ... in clubs and things. I was kind of a
loner. [laughs softly] (uh-huh) I mean, I don't know, I played
basketball though, I guess that was after we got over here. I played,
I guess our ... our group was really the first, had to be, real basketball,
girls anyway, playing. I graduated in '26, you see. (yeah) And the
school, they just entered this school in '25, and that's the first place
we had a gym. Uh ... the old, this Barnett, trying to separate Barnett is
not easy in my mind because I look at the black school system as a
total school system for our blacks. And that building over there was
used so much for so many other things, that seemed to come to my
mind, I was more aware of after I became an adult. So, I guess you
understand what I'm trying to say. (yeah)
Annette: So when you say the black school system, you're essentially
referring to Douglass High School and Barnett Elementary, that was all
there was?
Edna: That's all there's ever been. Up until the supreme court decision
and then for several years after that it was because I think I told you,
my daughter was in school when they began to you know, move the
blacks, send the blacks to other white schools.
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Annette: Okay. Uh, was there any, you say there was sports, who did
the, who did your teams play? Did you play other black schools out of
the area or did you play the white schools?
Edna:
They played St. Joe, was the first school that would
accept ... you'd have to ask someone else more about that. But St. Joe
did accept and they played intercollegiate, whatever you want to call
it, they did ... they did. There's the trophy (uh -huh), that's 19 and 19,
but that, all these tournaments and things were all away from here, and
within a black situation, and of course, we were called colored or
negro, and negro leagues are called this and so forth.
Annette: So you didn't play the Huntington schools at all?
Edna: No, Huntington wouldn't play, Huntington wouldn't play ... is my
understanding. (unh ... ) And the only coach, Z.L. Davis, which there's
all kind of material on him, uh, I may be wrong, but I think his coaching
was just something he did without pay for a long time. His wife is still
living, she's out there, and she can tell you more about that. But this
separating Barnett as a school, no way you can do it. Up until the
supreme court decision.
Annette: You mentioned the problem that a lot of these people did
these activities like in their spare time or without pay, were there other
problems the school faced, that you can remember as a student?
Problems in the .. .
Edna: Now you ... okay, now I went through the major part of my high
school was over when I was about 13 and 1/2, so I just can't say. So
far as activities outside the school.
Annette: Was the [inaudible] ... what sorts of problems did Barnett and
Barnett and Douglass, if you want to talk about that, did they face?
Edna: [pause] What kind of problems? [pause] Well, uh ... l don't
know what ... I don't ... see, you've got this tape on me, uh, this, this is
me talking, which a lot of my peer group may say it differently, but this

is how I see it. This is where I grew up, right here, and see, my
parents died when I was young. And my auntie and her family came
here to live. And I don't know, I was provided for, I had a, what I
considered a so far as economically, a good home. And so, so far as
problems ... uh, with even within the school system, 1. .. 1 am not
prepared to say what a problem would be. (uh -huh) Other than we
could not go to the library or anything, we had to depend on the things
that, that I was exposed to in the school. So not knowing anything any
different it was all right with me. (did you ever have a school library?)
Oh, now over here we did. Over in there wasn't any room for one ... to
my knowledge.
Annette: The students couldn't research in the public library at all?
Edna: No, you didn't go to the public library. To my knowledge.
(yeah) Uh ... and as I ~ay, as far as the activities of the community, it
was centered in the school.
It had to be. The school and the
churches. That's the reason why I can't go along with this school
across the street from me uh, designated as a historical site. That does
not represent the negro/black/colored culture, no way it can. And I
think that they, now, the blacks may go along with that, they're talking
about how economically that is to do this school. But I didn't know the
history depended upon economics. And uh, so that school over there
or that building and as I say, all of this is just one school system (the
Douglass High School building?). I'm talking about on 8th Avenue
(okay, the Barnett school building) yeah. But see, Douglass is still in
the cement up at the top of that building (yeah), and even to say that
Barnett and Douglass, Barnett was an elementary school and it was
constantly an elementary school. It was never the total school system,
and Douglass was the total school system at the time. And uh, so how
do you do that? I mean, that hasn't been done for any section of the
white people. You know what I'm saying? This is our culture. And to
call this building, it sickens me every time I think about it, it's ...
Annette: Okay, you've confused me here. You're saying that this
Douglass High School across the street (un-huh), on 10th Avenue and
Bruce has been designated as a historical. ..

Edna: National historical site. And you see, this school just housed the
junior and senior high school (uh-huh) okay, but Douglass as a school
system for blacks originally housed all the school systems, that's the
black, colored and negroes, had.
Annette: So the building is now called Barnett on 8th Avenue (8th
Avenue) and 16th Street.
So your objection is it's not been
designated?
Edna: That's my objection.
Annette: Okay. We had been talking abo ut problems and brought up
several times that the school was rea l important to the community
(yes!), would you expound on that, how the community was involved?
Edna: Alright, the only auditorium that that school over there had I
doubt if the actual auditorium part was any larger than my two rooms
here put together, but they had a sliding door or a providing door, in
between there, uh, that they would close, that they could open up, and
people could sit in school seats, okay? Now, that is where they had to
use what was the hallway and they would put portable or moveable
chairs and things out there for whatever activities that we had. Uh, I'm
referring to it as a community, is that what ... uh-huh, okay .... And then
of course, while it was used over there, uh, then if we had activities
that required a larger audience and what have you, then we had to go
to the different churches, and 16th Street church filled in a lot for that.
Annette: Okay, what kind of activities were there? School productions
or ... ?
Edna: Uh, yes, of course, uh-huh, just normal school activities that
they have had to have. Our gym was a basement area, that's where
they bounced the basketball and so forth, in the latter years that I
remember over there. You know, in that, in that area. I wished I could
go into it a little further. And uh, I just, I don't know, the biggest thing,
though, that I can talk about is as I say, it was used as our community
outlet, and I think I mentioned to you about the number of people
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through the Lyceum course that the system then was able to bring here
in town.
Annette: That Lyceum course ...
Edna: They had what they called the Lyceum course, I don't know
whether this book will give you much on it or not.
Annette: Can you spell that?
Edna: L-y-c-what ... e-u -m? L-y-c ... l don't know if I spelled it right or
not. I think here, this will tell you some things that ... was held.
Annette: Okay. Could you kind of explain what book you're referring
to for the record?
Edna: Oh, this is a OHS Tank, 1923-24. This refers to a Christmas
party uh, and ....
Annette: And the Tank was produced by the school, by the students?
(do what? yes)
Edna: Uh, Mr. S.E. Wade, now whoever helped him, of course I don't,
I'm not sure now. I guess it could be found out in here, but the first
one of these was published in 1922. Mr. S.E. Wade did it.
Annette: Okay, so this Lyceum course brought in entertainers?
Edna: Well, they were, to my knowledge, they were mainly here for
Douglass graduations. (uh-huh) And they could have been for other,
other activities, student culture clubs here. As I said, this is read from
this tank that I just told you. You have art, needle, canning, story
writing, Kodak, scientific, dramatic, boy scouts, 4-H, campfire, scout
bans with schedules and objectives. And a number of distinguished
speakers brought to the city from year to year. I don't see Lyceum
here but that's the way it's, the way it was referred to. A member of
the class of '22, youngest graduate in history of the school, was
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admitted as full freshman to Ohio State University. Uh ... one thing
about, one thing about the black school system that I remember as a
teaching staff, I didn't realize then, I realize it now. We had about one
of the finest teaching staffs that you could find anywhere. And one,
and one reason I think that we had that I have to thank segregation for,
because our teachers well, for one thing, uh, for awhile I guess, most
of might have come from the south, where the segregated, okay ....
Here in West Virginia, if I understand, if there was not a school system
to accept a student, then for these various reasons then West Virginia
had to pay something toward the support of that student to a school
of his choice. Okay, so therefore, a lot of our students, matriculated
or graduated or what have you, from Columbia University and up
around the northern states (uh -huh), so then when they came
back ... this looks like ... I don't know whether they listed him here, but
they were well trained. And I do think that a Douglass graduate back
in those early times got an education that I don't believe ... I think, I
don't think the whites got. I'll tell you why I say that. I went back to
Marshall when they opened Marshall night school, and my first class
was an english class; it was filled. And when they ask you blah, blah,
blah, about coming back to school, there were people in teaching here
in Cabell County that hardly had an 8th grade education. Which slayed
me. (mmm-hmm) You see what my comparison is? (Yes, I can see)
Uh-huh. And anyway, so as far as our teaching staff, it took me to be
an old woman to really see through a lot of that. But I think we had
so me of the best teachers that you could ever have.
Annette:
Uh, do any of the teachers stand out in your mind,
particularly? I know you've mentioned Wade. (yeah)
Edna: Yeah, S.E. Wade. His favorite statement was he could put his
hands on his desk and look you straight in the face, if you were not
doing what you were supposed to do and so forth, say, look at that
good brain going to waste. [laughs] Oh, yes. And he was very
interested in ...
END OF SIDE 1
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Edna: ... show the different between our school and the white school.
Annette: Okay, this is Mr. Wade?
Edna: S.E. Wade, S.E. Wade, uh -huh. Uh ... our science department, he
was our science teacher, he was a Howard graduate, he graduated
from Howard University. And uh, our science room, even when this
building, well, they had nothing over ... over to, over to the other school,
just oh, they had some kind of a science room, we had no equipment
to measure up to what, (yeah), [inaudible]. .. that's right. Now ... so they
built, had a science room, but there wasn't anything in it, wasn't much
in it, and so each time he calls, maybe he's gonna show us how a
vacuum would act or how hot and cold would act or just the very
elements, elementary science.
Now you see, if you were down there on 8th Street, I would have
this or I would have that. And it was a constant, he would say
different things in that manner. Then the other thing that pointed up,
when they built this school, we didn't get new equipment. We got all
of the desks and so forth, from the white school and we entertained
ourselves for awhile by looking at the initials and the little x's and so
forth that were cut in the desks. And uh, there's so many little things
like that, pointed up, that we were just second class students, second
class people and we didn't deserve the good things. And when you
think, I honestly, I think the black people in my father's generation were
really some very, very what shall I say? I used the wrong adjective or
adverb, but contributors to the building of Huntington (mmm-hmm).
They were the stone masons, they were the hot carriers, they were the
backs that ... of the hard work and so forth that helped build Huntington.
I've had Uncle Mac to say how he carried the __ and uh, the allying
of the bricks in the building, you know, they didn't ... they had the,
many of them were pushed out to unions and so forth and so on, that
ain't on Barnett, but anyway. [laughs]
Annette: Okay, we were talking about different instructors and talking
about Mr. Wade, is there anyone else you'd like to mention?
Edna: Yes, Lavinia Norman. That woman ... [laughs]. .. you know how

you feel as a child. I got the only failing grade I ever got with her. And
it was my smartness that did it and it was in French. And she
straightened me out real good. But uh, by the way, she is one of the
founders of the AKA sorority. She's dead now; she died at 100 years
old about 2 years ago. But a wonderful teacher.
Annette: Where was she educated, do you know?
Edna: I assume at Howard. The story goes that her father, her home,
she was from Mississippi, and her father, there was several children in
the family, and the father wanted his family educated. Now this is the
story of black people, migrating for the education of their family. And
anyway, she and her sisters, but anyway, she is one of the founders of
the AKA sorority. And uh, _ _ Scott, he just spent one year here,
but uh, now that was a story. He w as principal of the school, now he
did not have a college education. (mmm-hmm) To my knowledge.
Now I know he did not have a four year degree. And I don't know
whether it was home done or nothing about it, but, because at that
time, see, all ... everybody was after a principal with a college degree,
and uh, so I guess he was and what did he do? He went to Cincinnati
and I do not know all the particulars at all, he went to school, and I
think in about a year's time he had obtained his college degree and uh,
he was principal of the school there in Cincinnati. In fact, he had a
better job than when they lifted him from here.
Annette: Do you know what year it was approximately, that he was
principal?
Edna: When he was principal? (mmm-hmm) Well, I don't know when
he came here, but he left ... he's the only principal that I knew until Mr.
Hazelwood came here. So ... he was principal for a long time; he had to
have been.
Annette: He was principal at the school on 8th Avenue?
_E dna: Oh, yes. And he was here the ... what, from they entered in '25,
in mid-term, February the 16th is when he entered in here. And l ... he

just finished out that year and then Mr. Hazelwood must have came in
for the, yeah, he did.
Annette: Okay.
Douglass?

Mr. Hazelwood came when they built the new

Edna: Yes. See, now Mr. Scott was there that first ... you see, that
was when they had mid-year semesters. The system had mid-year
semesters. and uh, he came, Mr. Scott was here through June, I
know, and then I think Mr. Hazelwood must have come here in the fall,
because our class was the first full class to graduate over there.
Annette: Okay. Is there any other instructors ... ?
Edna: That stand out? (Yes) Yeah, Frances Woods was one of the
best english teachers that you could find. Oh, but Ms. Norman, I'll go
back to her. She taught a subject she called word analysis, they call
it a lot of other things. But anyone going through Lavinia Norman's
word analysis class could use a dictionary like crazy! And knew the
roots, the radicals, the syllables, the what have you. And you know,
I've been out of school 60 years and I still use Lavania Norman's
method of breaking down a word the best that I can, and all that kind
of jazz. She was wonderful. And ...
Annette: You mentioned French earlier, were there any other languages
taught at Douglass?
Edna: At that time I don't think Spanish, I think French was about the
only class that was taught. Boy, these Spanish people are givin' em'
hell now, ain't they?! [laughter] I get the biggest kick out of these
Spanish people, I won't get onto that. Because they're really changing
the, they're really changing the looks of America. Mr. Viney in music,
but those, I would say, as far as I'm concerned, those are the teachers
that really stand out. Ms. Woods was to me, I thought she was just
remarkable in her knowledge and literature (mmm-hmm), and uh, I was
not, I didn't do much reading in school. I'm not bragging, but I was
just one of those kids that picked it up and went with it and left it and

uh ... that kind of stuff. I graduated 15th, and uh, I had more than
enough credits to graduate. They were 5 of us; Carter G. Woodson's
nephew was in my and Harry McDonald and Florine Lee Harper and
myself. Florine and Louise were preacher's daughters and they were
moving uh, Reverend Harper and Reverend Harper came to Mr.
Hazelwood to see if they didn't have enough credits to where they
would not have to, you know, enter school in Baltimore. So, when he
looked up Louise's and their credits, well, Louise and I were bud, bud,
buddies through school and what she took, I took. And anyway, I think
at that time, what 16 credits were required, or whatever you call it.
And she and I, we, we had taken everything that Douglass offered. We
did not have Chemistry, because the way the classes went, and with
Mr. Wade being the only science teacher, and all, they didn't do what
they'd ... they did later, and that is if you were a graduate in English, you
might turn up teaching Science, but anyway, we didn't get Chemistry.
And ... I loved school, and uh, as far as that, as I say, so far as feeling
like something was left out as far as my education was concerned, if
you're not aware of the things, then you can't desire it. (yeah) That's
the way I try to look at myself. but and then, too, well, that's just the
way I look at it. I would like for you to look at these books. They can
give you a lot of information as to the uh, societies that they had, to
the people that they brought here, and uh, I mentioned to you about
how my sister and Connie, my cousin, and I were discussing the
different people that were brought here. (uh-huh)
Annette: You know, you mentioned that on the telephone, would you
like to talk about that, now ... the entertainers that came into town
and ... ?
Edna: Well, Marion Anderson is so far the only entertainer I remember,
because Martha Ellen and I were .... we were to do an interview of her,
now don't ask me what we asked or or what; I just wouldn't know.
But, and as I said, at that time of course, you know, the blacks
couldn't stay in the hotels and so forth, so she stayed with Ms. Callie
Barnett. Ms. Callie Barnett would have been a rich source of uh,
knowing about that area of the thing, but as my sisters, I think it was
Carter Woodson that spoke in '31, we blacks was nothing being
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pushed to give us heroes or to show us that we were really worthy,
which I think is one of the big things that our black children need. And
at her age, she's what, she's 72, and uh, she just ... you could see the
glow on her face when she was talking about how what an impression
that he made on her. That her friend, Hazel, uh, W.B. DuBois spoke for
her class (this was at their graduation?), their graduation, uh-huh. And
then Connie came up with A. Philip Randolph spoke at her graduation.
Well, got to perusing and what have you a little bit, and why, I think
they brought some of the Fisks, F-i-s-k, you know about Fisk University,
where they had this great choir that traveled through the country,
DEPS, I believe was, I don't know, anyway. I think they brought a
portion of them here. And all I'm trying to say is, how that was done,
I don't know. But uh, they were here. And listening and taking part in
that conversation, we were on our way to Washington, on the train,
when all the conversation was going on. So I said, "Well, I was gonna
come back and take the dates of some of these graduations and go
down to the newspaper and see if I couldn't come up with some entries
u h .... II
Annette: Uh, you're discussing now about when you first started
talking about all the people that had been brought in (yeah).
Edna: Then I got to thinking, I said, "Well, you deal in everybody else's
history and so forth, you need to deal in your own. 11 (uh -huh)
Annette: Uh, let's talk about the child care center now. (okay) When
did that come into the school?
Edna: Uh, actually it was not a part of the school system. lt's ... it was
originally formed by Lories Elizabeth Davis, and uh, of course, she was
feeling her way then for a job and so forth, I think, prior to then, she
taught up in Williamson or up in that area, I don't remember. And I
think she was between jobs and so forth, and uh, what they called
Community Action programs now, was just a federal program that had
come in here, you must remember, it happened somewhere around '33,
and uh, war and rumors of war and women were going back to, women
were entering the work force and uh, and like this. And her first, she
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had a job up there in the old Woodson building, that's another story.
At least she found herself. It was a, you know how they had the
women's teaching how to use the commodity foods and all that stuff.
Okay, then somewhere Grease, I called her Grease, but she heard I
guess, from whoever, I'm trying to recall the white lady right now, I
can't. Her brother was a state trooper, I called 'em. Anyway, she had
an inkling of something. I think this white lady, I think it was her idea
because women were working and especially black women were
entering into more work force other than this domestic see, and they
had these kids and no money and so forth and so on, so she came in
the neighborhood here and she said, come on, Edna Mae, come on,
where's Jeanmarie? She got my daughter, the lady over on the corner,
Augustus Eggleston, another child around the street, George Thomas,
Junior, and then there was Theda Johnson and Helen, Helen Williams,
down there, there was six of these kids. And she just started taking
care of them. Now, she was being paid by some type of federal
program. (uh -huh) And uh ...
Annette: She did this in her home or in the school?
Edna: Well, I'm fixing to tell you. This was in the summer time, you
know how the kids have the summer time programs. And she took 'em
over to the school and a room upstairs in old Barnett, this, not much
bigger than this room, she too, she used that, and I don't think she kept
the children, but say, three hours and something like that. And maybe
nine to twelve. There was no food service at that time. Well, it moved
and moved, and we got behind her and I can't give you any of that
administrative so far as to it's, I know this, then we mothers took old
rag rugs so that they could lie down and kind of rest a little bit. Then
it progressed and progressed and uh, as to when it developed a little
further, and further. I was there, but I can't give you the progressions
too much, but I do know that we gathered orange crates and uh, we
used them and divided them up and used mild bottle tops to show
where the children's things were. And uh, we gathered wood blocks
from the, the uh, you know, lumber companies (uh-huh). And my
cousin, my God, my cousin uh ... Chauncey Brown, if he did nothing else
between Chauncey and Lorece, that's a story in itself, how they built

the things and so forth, for that nursery school. That rocky boat they
come up with, Lorece and Chauncey Brown are the ones that initiated
that rocky boat in there. And you must remember, these rough blocks
came from the lumber company, just rough block. Well, if the kids had
played with them like that, they'd torn themself, you know. So
Chauncey and Lorece would you know ....
Annette: So the only thing the government did was pay the teacher
really, (that's ... yes) and you had to supply the room and make it a
nursery.
Edna: And then, uh-huh. And then, it went on 'til-we-be-9aA-t0~00nate
food and the mother's cooked so many days and uh, as I say, the rugs
was the first pallets that they had. We took quilts and each mother had
to take her rug and her quilts home each w ee k and wash it and bring
it back. And uh ....
Annette: How long was the program like this, I mean, when did it, I
know it's a whole center now. When did it start growing?
Edna: Well, it grew, right there. (from then on?) Uh-huh. And uh, it
grew from there. Now it had several other stations, 'cause it went up
to the old Woodson Building, I keep calling it the old Woodson Building.
I don't know what they call it ... it was up there, it was down on 8th
Avenue, and it was up on Artisan Avenue, and then it moved into the
building. Well, 1... 1 uh, I don't know why, oh, okay, the Lanham Fund,
I can't explain it, but the Lanham Fund then some way or other, got
behind, involved in it.
Annette: Is that a local fund?
Edna: No, that's the federal fund of some type. I cannot explain it.
But I do know that it was supported through the ...
Annette: Can you spell Lanham?
Edna:

I don't know as I can.

Uh ... there ought to be some federal
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records of some kind, because it took care of it up to ... LeRoy Johnson
can give you some particulars along that line now. So all I know is, the
Lanham Fund was withdrawn (mmm-hmm}, uh, from it. And it is in
two rooms that are not used, or one room in uh, the Barnett Building.
And uh, then the mothers had to petition to the Board of Education for
them to be able to use the room. So that a part of Barnett and I'll say
the Barnett School, you know, Cabell County, the situation.
Annete: About what year was this? W as it still in the '30's?
Edna: No, no, that was, let's see ... '33, well, maybe ... no, I don't think
so. It had gone on ...
Annette: After World War II or before World War II?
Edna: You know what? I really can't ... 1can't give you an answer. But
as I say, Mr. LeRoy Johnson, who is principal of the Barnett School at
that time, because he, I mean, he's the one that brought us mothers
together, and formed a mother's group to support the nursery. And
though he got permission to use the rooms, that was all. So now,
when the Red Feather came in, you see, I'm not sure, perhaps they
came in at that, they did not come in immediately. I know that, an·d I
tell you why I know that. Because the mothers had to get together and
find means to support the schools. And we did speeches to the
different uh, clubs and organizations in town for money. And uh, I tell
you I give credit to what they might have called the, I don't know, well,
you might have what shall I say? I don't want ... well, to Mr. McClain,
to Mr. Henry McClain, and Marsha, how is his name spelled? William
Marshall, those two anyway, I know, because I did it. They were very
regular in bringing I don't know whether it was $25, I'll say a month,
or $50 a month to keep that school going in an interim between ... in
between it getting support from you know, a good support from a
permanent source.
Annette: Okay. Was that permanent source the Red Feather? You
mentioned that ...
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Edna: Yes, I judge it is.
Annette: Okay, is that ... ?
Edna: See, my children then at that time, there was 12 years between
the girl that I told you helped her to form it, and my next child, so you
see a lot of water was under the dam there (yeah), and so forth. And
Aretha Mae went to the school, but that's my next child, but after a
while, see, other people moved in and got big hats and so forth, in the
support and so forth.
Annette: So what was this Red Feather organization?
Edna: It's a community Red Feather.
Annette: Okay. Did it, did the school, the nursery part of it, did it
extend it's day or did it always stop at noon?
Edna: No, no, it extended it's day. And that's when uh, by the time
I'm telling you , possibly, well, as I say, we cooked and then Helen
Branch, she gave a lot, that's the woman that I'm sick I didn't
interview, she gave a lot of volunteer time, but then she was hired as
the first cook, I think. Helen gave a lot of time to that school. and uh,
then in, in between that, too, we come up with WPA. Now, if you can
get the, you know what I'm talking about (yes), and the WPA and of
course, how the women had to be certified for this, they furnished
workers, several workers, Ms. Thelma Butterworth, was a very
dedicated and what have you. But of course, as I say, in between that,
I, you know, as far as I'm concerned, I had I guess, run my itinerary in
it and all, but I think this town needs to some way give full support to
Lorece Davis for forming that nursery. And the ... it was something, and
she became so efficient in this, she was sent to washington,
Washington picked her up and she formed a school there in
Washington, and Marshall now, that's the school that's trained
Marshall's early child care people. (The Barnett?) That Barnett nursery.
And I'd like for somebody to tell me something different, but that's the
way I, the way I see it.
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Annette: This Ms. Davis worked with Marshall in forming their child
care ...
Edna: I'd say marshal! worked with Ms. Lorece, because she had the
school, she had developed their child care program. (mmm-hmm) NOw
as to when and how and where, I mean, I mean as to when this
happened, I don't know whether Thelma was there over at the school
then, because Lorece left here and went to Dayton and did this. And
from Dayton, she ju st how you as a professional or you know,
consultant and so forth ... she w ent to Wa shington and did that. But I
would like to see Huntington give her some way or the other, I said
they needed to name that the Lorece E. Davis Building, 'cause it's no
more a Barnett School than, you know ... uh-huh, but anyway. I would
love to see that happen.
Annette: Uh, do you have any ideas, like how many children were
served, like on a daily basis (Barnett?), wh at was their class size, this
nursery? Or did it ju st ... 7
Edna: 1. .. 1, now I worked there for awhile. I could have been a teacher.
But at the time, God, all I know is, for the very little ones, you see, we
took them in there when they almost not potty trained in a way. But
anyway, I worked with the small, smallest group when I was there.
And we never had more than say nine in that. (mmm-hmm) I have, I
can't uh, but it increased over the years, and of course, as I say, when
my baby girl, the last baby girl began to go, I think they had had,
included three rooms in the Barnett Building, you follow me 7 (uh -huh)
They started in one and then they took over another, then they took
over another, and they had, they ended up with three different groups,
you know, all that kind of stuff. But it was, it has been a very effective
thing for the community.
And by the way, when it was first
established, there was no pay. (not even for Ms. Davis?) I meant, for
you to pay for the children (oh, okay), to go to school. There was no
pay. It was ... you didn't pay. And then I think it
END OF SIDE 2

Annette: Okay, you're talking about the child care center and it was
available free?
Edna: Yes, it was free.
Annette: Was it free all the way through the '3O's? Do you remember
when the charges ... ?
Edna: It was free when my child went. That's all I know. And then
I don't think I even paid with 'Retha Mae. If I did, it was about a dollar
and a half, something like that; I don't remember.
Annette: Okay. Now, I'd like to talk about when the schools were
integrated. Do you remember what year that was?
Edna: Uh ... which come first, chicken or the egg? Uh ... okay .. .that was
what, partial integration happened when they said so many, if I'm not
mistaken, children from the high school could attend the high school,
you know, which would have been Huntington High School. That had
to have been, I'll say maybe what, two, the _ _ was in '54, wasn't
it? (mmm-hmm) I know it was before Aretha graduated from high
school 'cause she didn't, that was my baby girl. She did knot opt to go
to Huntington High. She was a majorette and she was enjoying what
was going on, and I asked her what did she want to do, I first felt like
from listening and thinking of S.E. Wade and what he said, and all the
advantages of Huntington High, I said, and then there were more
advantages, I'll get to this, because the white students who were
exposed to the work force prior to graduation, whatever you call that
program, they could go in to the stores and they could go for uh, you
know what I'm saying, training. But our black kids were not exposed
to that. Okay, and there's so many things that way affected the
children that were there, you know? (uh-huh) And of course, several
of the parents and so forth, that's for that reason, they did send their
kids uh-huh, and most, several of Aretha's friends down there, I don't
think there were more than 3 or 4, Delores, did Delores Johnson go
down there? I don't know, but uh, Lottie Simms, who is principal of
the school here, she went down. Anyway, my Aretha said, "Mom, can

you feature me being a majorette down there at Huntington High," you
know, she said, "I'm going to school and I want to enjoy it and do
everything I can right over here," she said, so that's where she
graduated. So that must have happened somewhere around '57, '58,
I guess. Anyway, she did not go down there, so I'm assuming it must
have happened, that was the beginning of the integration. They had
the, what do you call it? The levels of ... so many students here and so
many, hah!!! that when I think of Huntington High bulging at the seams
in that area, and why in the ! did they have completely when they did
close the school, why did they have to completely close this school and
crowd up the teachers and so forth, when they had this nice building
and the sophomore class, the whole sophomore class and use the
teachers that were available and could have been right here? But
anyway, that's the way Whitey's often do it! [laughing]
Annette: When did they close Douglass High School?
Edna: Sixty-one.
Annette: Did now Barnett, continued, the elementary school, beyond
that, cHidn't it?
Edna: Yes, because 'Retha's son was in the 3rd grade there, when
they closed. So well, let's see ... okay, Randy was born in '62 uh, I
don't know, figure it out, let's see ...
Annette: Was it about 1970? I think I read that somewhere.
Edna: Something like that.
Annette: Why ... the elementary school integrated after '62 when
Douglass High went out, or before then?
Edna: Uh, there were one or two white children that went to the black
school. Uh ... but they had plenty white teachers that they brought in.
I don't know. Of course, I kept up with my child, and his, and his
school. But they had white teachers. That's the thing that's made it
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so unbalanced or what have you. Uh ... and they took, when they did
integrate the whole system, they took our best teachers and put them
where the majority of whites were, and I don't know what they did
with, I mean, I guess ... for instance, Thelma Garden was considered one
of the best math teachers and she ended up out there in Beverly Hills.
Things like that.
Annette: Uh-huh. Uh, how did the community act? You said your
daughter didn't want to go at all. Was it split pretty much or ... ?
Edna: Yes, it was, it ... l really can't talk for too many people. I don't
think it's fair to even ask one person to speak for other people.
Uh ... I ... I have a feeling about that, where they even talk about black
leaders and things, I have a feeling about that, and I don't think any, I
don't think any one person can do that. They may have a sort of
overview, but you have an overview as you see it outside the home and
so forth, okay, yes, there was something because the black people
were telling the black children, don't you let them white folks, do, do,
do, do, do, do, and the white folks were telling theirs the same thing.
And our children run into many different things, especially with the
lower type or the ... or the uh, poor, economic people. And I'm speaking
from experience, because I did work in the poor sections of this town
and I can, I could sort of see about their feelings. Yes, that was the
problem. And 1... 1. .. 1did try. My husband and I both tried very hard to
help in that direction. When he, when he uh, retired from work, we
volunteered down here at Miller School, and see that was where the,
most of the, our children went to, there or the Simms Building up here,
but yes, that was a problem. Can you imagine in so many instances,
okay, we have had our only little bailiwick all black, and even though
there's no segregation laws, this is, this is it. Then you throw all these
kids down here with say 40 black kids and you say a hundred or more
white kids, and so many of them coming from these backgrounds
where ... where these black people have knocked a lot of these poor
white folks out of some jobs and things, and they hear in their homes,
these niggers this and these black folks that, so we've got what? A
confrontation between our children. And of course, as I told you, I
worked with my baby, I worked with my children, that's all I had to
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give in PT A work.
Annette: Was this in the early '70's?
Edna: It had to have been, as I say, Randy was born in '62, and 8, 9,
10, what would a third grade student be? About 9, 'cause he was
average. (8 or 9) Okay, so that's, that's, you put nine years to that,
let's say '71, okay? And uh, uh, yes, I think it was, and I do think the
teachers uh, I really think the teachers tried and you see, along with the
absorbing of these kids, they didn't absorb teachers in the same
manner, you follow? (yeah) 'Cause down here at Miller there's only
one at the time we were down there, there was only one black teacher.
And all these kids, you see, they had been thrown in there. And as I
say, for 10 years, about 10 years, we volunteered, I'll show you my
plaque after awhile.
Annette: What sort of things did you do as a volunteer?
Ed na: My husband now, my husband uh, helped the teachers on the
playground and he did what you call working with them in remedial
math. And they gave us our little space, and uh, anyway, he would
use sight cards and the different games and things, to help the children
learn math. Well, with me, bless Ms. Foster's heart, [laughs] she saw
that. I guess she saw a few capabilities in me, and she just allowed me
the reign of the building. And okay, what I learned was that I mean,
the way that I worked, for awhile until I, I settled down mainly though,
with first grade.
I enjoyed the first grade and seeing the
accomplishments the first grade could come up with, so I selected out
of that or the teacher did, the ones that she wanted me to work with.
And then as time went on and these foreign students began to get in,
come in to the system, they could speak Eng lish, but they couldn't read
it. (uh -huh) And I helped 2 or 3 foreign students that way. And one
little Vietnamese boy, just as bright as he could be! but he ... he
couldn't, he had come here and put in the sixth grade. Well, can you
imagine him trying to, you know, so he'd gotten to the point where Ms.
Scites, he w as being mischievous, so he and I had kind of a rapport
together, and all (yeah). And then there was a little uh, Ebony, I don't
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know what she was, anyway, that's what we did. I'd like to tell you,
if l .. if you'll take a little incident along these lines, of course, you know,
volunteer ... ! didn't really realize it then, because Mrs. Foster had just
given me the freedom and I would walk the children out of the building
and all around the school, and if I was doing a math class, we would
count the blocks on the sidewalk or all that kind of stuff. So on this
particular day, it was a sunny day in spring, school would soon be out,
and I had about six kids that had been turned over to me to do
someth ing with. We walked out in the sunshine and it was such a nice
day and one little boy says, "My grandmother lives right down there,"
and I said, "Okay, let's go see your grandmother!" [laughing] I'll recall
his name in a minute because he ... [inaudible] ... we walked down 12th
Avenue directly. And he said, "Here it is," and it's a big stone house
on the corner of 5th Street and 12th Avenue, Dr. Ratcliff's, and we
went in. And Mrs. and uh, he introduced us to his grandmother and his
grandmother was so delighted with these six kids, so she took us all
out in the back of the stone part there and she found a bird's next and
uh, cobwebs were very deep and we found a oh, a bug shell and
something. And then she said, "Come on, do you want to see the
in side of the house? We went inside the house and she took us all up
oh, a stairway that you had to draw a red velvet curtain and the kids
went up there, and we looked at that. So we went back to school, and
I said, "You know what? We need to have a picture of this," so we
went in and got one of the teacher's cameras and the teacher, I don't
know who took the picture, she took pictures of the group. I have that
picture, and all. So I go in to tell Mrs. Foster what I've done, [laughs]
and then she says, "You know what you have done? You have
disobeyed a rule of a volunteer. You never take the children off the
school ground (oh). But she laughed about it and she told that, she told
that at her, you know, at the end of the year. But that was a
rewarding experience. I could never tell you that. [laughs]
Annette: Okay uh, why don't we just finish up now and you could, do
you have any other comments you'd like to make about the school, that
I haven't given you a chance to ... ?
Edna: 1. .. 1 don't know. The biggest thing that I think the city needs to
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re-examine this historical thing of the school. Because the school that
they have on the register was just a Douglass Junior and Senior High
School. That, and too, it was built and entered by 1925, which our
culture as black people in this town goes back to almost the inception
or the creation or whatever you want to call it, of the town. So, it does
not represent what I think is our total school structure. And if history
is history, and you try to go back to the source as much as you can,
this is not the source. The source is over at what they want to call old
Barnett. Which was a total school system for the black people here in
town. And to me it represents the earliest culture that we have here
in this town, not only this town, but in all the surrounding, Guyandotte
and all the way down through the west end, because the children had
to come to Guyandotte, the west end and everything, here. All these
distances ... we did not have buses, and things, and these children had
to make it to the school the best way they could. Just think about
that. (mmm-hmm) And uh, also, it is the center of our culture, and any
black person that's lived in this town any length of time, knows 8th
Avenue from 16th Street or Hal Greer Boulevard, up to at least halfway
to that block is the only business section that black people ever had.
And there was nice building sections there. And Carter G. Woodson,
all that was developed in the time that Carter G. Woodson was
affiliated in a sense a part of it, because his brother, though his brother
had no more than about a 4th grade education, his brother was the
contractor that built uh, the buildings and so forth, in this town. So I
say that L shape there around uh, old Douglass should be a historical
site for the blacks here in Huntington. That's ... that's how I feel, I feel
it deeply. And if our black people, 1. .. 1... 1 think it's terrible that our
black people did not work for .. .for that. They told us that the building
was in such a state of repair and so forth, that's the way I get it, that
it couldn't be brought up. That has nothing to do with history. A many
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a, even a stone put on the historical register. And uh, there are plaques
that could be fixed, I still say that it is a viable place, too, for the Carter
G. Woodson memorial. I just can't help but say that. That's how I
feel.
Annette: Is there anything else you want on?
Edna: No.

END OF INTERVIEW
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